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8 HIS 8 Dad was 0 
* by the Officers, whom the Phariſees and 
chief Prieſts bad ſent for the Purpoſe of appre-\, 
hending Jeſus. The Evangeliſt informs us (in 
this Chapter) that many of the: People believed 
on him; and began to ſay, When Chriſt cometh, 
will. he do more Miracles than this Man hath 
done ? upon which the Phariſees and chief 
Rulers ſent Officers, to take him. Theſe Perſons, 

we have Reaſon to believe, went with a full 


Deſign to execute the Orders given them. 


But, whilſt they hearkened to his Diſcourſe, 
(probably with an Intention to catch at ſome- 
thing, which might afford them a Pretence for 
feizing him), they themſelves were captivated, 
and intirely diſarmed of their Refolution. They 

found themſelves incapable of offering Vio- 
jence to ſo excellent a Perſon; as they were 
convinced he was. And at their Return, when; 
the chief Prieſts and Phariſees .inquired'\why they 
had not brought him, NT e * en Man 
ale hike: this Man.“ {tai 4! eee By 
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There are many other Pallages i in the Wri- 
. tings of the Evangeliſts, whieh ſerve to ſhow, _ 

that, notwithſtanding the extreme Prejudice, 
which the Jes eonceived. againſt our bleſſed 
Saviour, on Account of the humble Style, in 
which he appeared, they could not forbear 


admiring him as a Teacher. We are told, that 
they were ajton;/hed at his Dactrine, and remank- 
ed, that ho bu A as one; who! had Authoraty, and 
a0 as h, Scribes that, when he taught in 


their Synagogues, ie was g lori td of alk; and 


that ali wondered: at the e ene that 1 
14 6966966 Wencke pores * 164% Ind 


* 


12 this A lots, ak e 


Abo were with him during his Mmiſtry , it ap- 


peas that he taught with ini mit able Ilignity, 


nets and Simplicity :—thas he was diligent and 


braced every Opportunity of inculcating uſe- 


ful Inſtruction that his Manner of fpcaking. 


was familiar clear and. comprehenfve than 
he taught with a noble Impartiality and cou- 
rageous. Freedom, and yet with the greateſs 
Prudence and Diſcretion: * chuſing the proper - 


elt Seaſons for * hs/ divine. . 
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he Thitlgs, which: Jet khußbt, weft 
high Iinportänce f2Lprothotive'df the Glory 
of Gid:dand efſentially conducive td the Gobd* 
of Mankind. The uniform Tendeney vf all 
his Inſtructions was © to make Men good and. 


happy. His Aim wat *to purify the Heart,” 


Never did he'deſeend'ts trivial Diſputes, nor 


Obſervances. He entertained hot his Hearers 


tions, nor with the Deceits of vaiti Philoſophy. 


In his Diſcourſes all is great and wiſe and good? 


moſt admirably Re to the greateſt praQi« 
cal Uſefulneſs: He came to inſtruct Men 
in the Nature of true Religion ; to recover 
them from their groſs Mifapprehenfions of the 


Character of the Deity, and of the Worſhip 
and Service, which He requires. Through- 


out the Courfe of his Miniſtry he had this 
Point conſtantly in View, to guard Men againſt 
the dangerous Delufron of © making Religion 
to conſiſt chiefly in outward Forms of Wor- 


expreſs a Leal for unimportant Ceremmes ti 


With curious Speculations and nice Diſtinr⸗ 3 
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3 connected with 1 
„Heart.“ Though, be, ag. far from engen: 
ging Men to diſregard any Inſtitution, that was 


duly authoriſed, he took every Opportunity 
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«Sip or wſing ther Here, cn the Obn- "Te 


*« vance of ſuck Things as are in no Way; : 


the; Improvemen 65 f the: 


of admoniſhing them not to depend o ani 
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He. hath, "tanght us, th Re, the worthieſt 


Notions of the almighty F "ather. . 1 What, he 
hath, told us of Him, is calculated, to impteſs 


our Minds with a ſtrong Senſe of the watchful 


Care of Divine Providence: “as extending 


even to the moſt inconſiderable Creatures; aud 
Walch more to the rational and nobler Part of 
His Creation. He hath made known the 
tender Mercy of our God towards His offend. 
ing Creatures. He was ſent, as, he himſelf; de- 


clared, to the bft Sheep of the Houſe of. Tirael's 
th feek and to fave that, which, was Joſt. He 


came to call Sinners to Repentance,; and to turn 
tie Hearts of the diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the 


Juſt. Ile deſcribes the Almighty as abound- 


| ing in Mercy to the humble Penitent ; but at 


Lake, xii. 6, 7. 


the ſane _ — "mo ear} 
- wilful and öbſtrnate Offerrders2>©* (othin | 
could be more com pafffbuately kind and tender 
than his Invitatidh to afffigtetr Sihnerl. Com“ 
ito ne an gd, HAY Eon, il art 5 
and Twill give 5 Ne SN 93 harmony $0 {Rt 
Voi nl 1972366007, 10L a0 5825055 1 516m * ; 21 
| Akkreeably to chat Mol er engag zing Kebrelen, 
tation which he hath! given us of the Déity, b 
ſummetfr up tie Duty, we owe to Him; in Tobe. 
Thon Mut lobe he Lord thy Gol" with all ly 
Heart,” an with all thy Soul, and with al * 
| Mind." Fhis' is the firſt and reht Commil 
mend. ( 1 then adds, And the'next id lille unto 
it; ** Thou }ſhalt love thy Neighbour"'as thy: ſelf." 
Ae affareth'us that the only effectual Way 
of pleaſing God is *to abound in the Fruits of 
*« Righteouſneſs and ' Goodneſs to our F ellow- 
creatures. Herein is my Father "glorified. | 
tat ye bear much Fruit: So Yhall ye be ny Diſ- 
ciples. He not only forbids every Act of 
Tnjuſtice Violence' and Oppreſſion, but requi- 
reth us, @s nuch 45 poſſtble, to live peateably with 
all Men. He chargeth us to forbear cenſu- 
ring and condemning others, 2. we our ſelves 1 be 
7 enn with the Jame Severity. Aud, whereas | 
„ che 8. NAU. | 
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fir ſt be reconciled to theirgaffended Brother, (chat 
is, make Reparation for whatever Injury they 
have dong to.him,.”) bifaxe 4he.Qferings, whare- 
by they, avid honous, Gag, can de eccepieds 
Moregyex betcacheth, us, not merely to abſlain 
ſtom injuring. others, but. 0 ,qndeavauradby 
Enery Meang, in our Power, to promote the 
Happineſs, af our Fellaw-ercaturesy Hes e- 
guircth us 49 bort our Neighbour as bur ſe luste 

| ual not only to forbear doing him any 
„deju, bat to be füncerely defixaus of; his 
Welfare. To illuſtrate this Duty, our Sa- 
xiour hath, given us a molt, excellent, and cm- 
prehenſive Rule; Mhatſaeven yo would, that 
eee aq Ln, au eu. to. the Ak: 


a | With, what. engaging. and, powerful Argn- 

ments doth. be. inculcate the Forgiveneſs af 
Injuriesl Je have heard. that it hath been ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt laue thy Neighbour, and. hate, thine 


Enemy, Bus 1 ſay unto. you, Love your Enemies; 
_ bleſs them, that curſe ou 40 Good to them, that 


* 


iN tx, af che. gives thera ka ypdenſtand.that ta my 


ats, Hen ——— N 
We %%. e * may lanie . 


Fon bs waketh lünen te rife onthe be 
 the,gaed, and andeti Rain on Tee juſt and ui the 
unjuſt, ——1f qt: ſorgius Men (heir Treſpaſſes: your 
deavuaaly Feiler will alſa forgine pour Treſpaſſaa 
But, if ye forgius nak;Menitheir: Treſpaſſas: eis 
ther will your Father forgive your 'T reef 
\n zin the. Concluſion of the Parable, ef the 
wicked, Servant after deſcribing. the feveie 
Sentancę, which his Lord paſſed upon him he 
addeth,..So likewife:; hall my heavenly. Tutht s do 


0 ou, 14 ve from your Hearis forgive nat gun 


ons his Brother their Freſpaſſas. . He direti- 
eth us to begin the. Work of Duty by regulating 
| the, inward A ſfedtions. Fer, accordingly as 
the Heart ſtands diſpoſed, ſo the ontward 
Actions and tha main Part of our Conduct in 
| Life Will be determined. He requiret us 
to-refirajn.O. ur Appetites and Defizes. - He di 
res us to limit ourſelves even in lawful Cra - 
tifications: that we may retain a proper Com- 
mand over ourſelves, and not. be enſlaved by 
any Habit of. Indulgence. or Self-will. He 
repeatedly warneth us againſt the Love of Rich. 
es; and exhorteth us to lay up for ourſelves 


pet" ſolid wm orion H:. 
__ FonvdreadingtheBvils a 1d 
aiim Adherence to Religion ye expoſe t 
mthis Life the Diſciples of Chriſt are eneou- 

raged: to.rejoice and be exceetting” glad, when they 

ant perſetuted for Rig hte0uſmeſs” Sale: _ 

Sant is their'Rewavd'in Heaven," ? 

—— Wo ens eden Wei 6 1 395; * 
5 He earneſt ty wiutionets oy TRAN ana g 
1 the Praife ok Men for our good Actions At 

the fame Time that he urgeth us to aſpire” to 

the higheſt Degree of \Phrity=ahd Goodies; = 
be ſtrictly requires us to diſclaim all. loty 
Thoughts of ourſelves, all vain-glorious Con- 

fidente and Boaſting, of our on Righteouſneſs. | 

Never was the amiable and extenſive Virtue of 
Humility ſo. powerfully recommended” and en- 

forted, as by our Saviour Jeſus  Chriſt't— 
whoſe Example eminently illuſtrated, what his 
Preeepts (in this Inſtance above all _— | 

__ £n7r9 wp held n eri or t 

* 3" 
Lahe the wholei it may be ei cad, that he 
hath ſet before us a moſt beautiful harmonious 

Syſtem of practical Religion. As he hath 
given us the moſt admirable Inſtructions for 
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che-(FPerſdnmance of every: Bard df vie Duty ſo 
hechath brought to of View.the moſt engaging! 
Matives, that carl! he offered tothe Mind; 6 
Mani He endeanguzeth :to.draw u MHM ee 
| Chardsvf Lau h all be Charms bf ind te 3 
N L. bst od bus ,aov 
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The Goſpel of Chriſt is moſt juſtly called 
Tidings. of: 08 reak'/ Jags. And ſthe. ;4gracigus 
£ 4, Purpoſes 
under we lnger Qbligation:to/pay. "ready; | 
and xilling Obedience tojall-his:bawso).Kbis 


f God therein (repealed: Ius 


heavenly: Maſſenger bath pronounced the Pars 
don.vfiour Sing, if we unfeighnedly: repent; and 


amend,our:Lives., He, hath bnoughtica\glariobs 
Immortality to Light ; and hath promiſed eler- 


nal. Life to all, who ſincerely obey the Truth, 


206; perſiſt in ſerving, Gogd.*:faithfully;: though | 


u imperfectly. . And he hathiaſſured(us, that 
our heavenly Father i is ready to afford all 
neceſſary Help and Support to our Weakneſs, 
if we pray to 294 with an en i 
diene eilt 350. i ons cant 


105 i 


Laſihy. 3 Sack Acqua us, 1 1 dime 
ſelf will judge the World in his F ather's Name: 


* Luke xi, 13. Hebrews i iv. 16. James i, 6, 
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neil hen rp. u eee Beſs, 
| 5 zv and that an inconceivably 
I e. and glorioup RGward ſhatl be conferred - 
apo therightebus;: who ſhaibihencefbrehigls | 
=o. joy the blifcfub:Pteſences of the God of Hen? 
Il! | ven, and he made \Partahine fs ge _ 
Una and Happineſs of Chriſt himſelf. | 
Dales yido oni h io lego or | 
en -in nantbell fem the View now takaw of 


choſe: Things in Which dur/Happiticfs is moſt 
intimately edndernedo Andiitivantunſyerks 
able Advantage that both the Doctrines um 
[| . Precepts'ofith# Goſpel ſtand upon che nt 
die en ol a Teacher Jon en God. 
'$ * We h do S 
The . to be made is plain 120 
mee we reject without a fair auck 
thoroagb Examination, this Goſpel, vhici lays 
Claim 16 the higheſt Authority; (a Claim hich 
bath flood the Teſt of the cloſeſt Inſpettion 
both of Friends and Enemies: which never 
ſhrinks from the Light, but willingly meets the 
freeſt and moſt penetrating Inquiry,) let us 
beware of encountering the ſevere Sentence 

: 1 on thoſe; Who, at the very Time rf 


* Romans, viii. 17. 


our 8av iour & Taſt xuctioiis | 1 0 Itha 2 t they retate to 1 2 


2170605 * 1 

. Chriſt's Preaching 7 the Words of ever- 
laſting Life, and muadè a Scorn of the Salvation 
5 atem them. 5 This is their Condemnation, 
I ſaith our Saviour) ht Light is come into the 
8 World, and they. keve loved Darkneſs rather 
* than Light, becauſe their Deeds were evil. - 
Let all; who believe that Jeſus ſpokethe Truth, 
be very careful not to hold the Truth in 
* Unrighteouſnefs.” Let us not content dats 
felves with a mere outward Profeſſion ; # Be- 
lief that is nn/ruitful ; or à partial Obedience; 
(ſacrificing to Go thoſe Things, which coſt ud 
« nothing ; and. reſerving to ourſelves every 
„ Defire of our corrupted Hearts; but refſo- 
lutely 1 in an uniform Courſe of Piety 


i Degrees 55 e ee, us 1 au 

Gratitude to the Father of Mercies, and God 9 
all Comfort, by-payinga due Regard to the hea- 
venly Inſtructions of His Meſſiah: who *came 
(as the Prophet. ſaith) with Healing i in is Wings 


And let us obey from the Heart that Form 7 | 
Doltring, which Grip hath delivered to US, a 
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Te Fear of the 1 Fard is Bee ] 


n bod Underftanling ave” AN lic, Aut d, 


lleregſier 1 the Praife of ih cndiureth Yor ebe vor, FL 
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7 rational Fear of God, which i is wart 


I called the Beginning of Wiſdom, can 


ook ſpring from a,right Apprehenſion of the 


ſupreme Being. It is intirel y different from 
the {laviſh dread of an arbitrary and tyrannieal ; 
Power. Such a Dread i is not indeed a Fear of 


God, but. of. ſome i imaginary. Bei ng. placed 1 in, | 


His. Stead by our falls, and i dingen pre- 
Winz. i. 2 Oi ß By 1 nr eint 


7 God is is a Being of juüite Wiſdon Fad per- 
fe Goodneſs, as well as almighty Power. He 


employs His irreſiſtible Might only i in execu 2 | 


ting the wiſeſt and moſt beneficent Deſigns. 
T he Title and Character moſt generally applied 


to Him by Chriſt and. his Apoſtles, 1s the a- 
ther. And the Appellation, by which wwe are 


taught to addreſs Him, is our heavenly Father,” 
If we impute to Him ſuch Qualities, as are in - 
conſiſtent with the paternal Character; and 
repreſent Him to ourſelves, as delighting not 
in the Happineſs, but in the Miſery and De- 


i Gs + . F 
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3 45 1 
araddoff of His! o een Kh h ; 
ſaid we knorr not God,” and thefefdre can 
not worſhip, Him as we ought- Bh Bere 
The true Fear of Cod is built apoit bar 
that He is indeed moſt powerful, :but" at the 
ſame Time moſt juſt; benevolent, and wiſe: . 
that, although He is the almighty uncontrol- 
1able Governor of the World, yet His Governs 
ment is that of an affectionate Father, We 
directs and commands us only ſor our Gd. 
Such Apprehenſions as theſe will naturally 4 
infpite | humble Reverence and "Devotions |} 
chearful Dependence, Gratitude, Love, Hope, _|] 
and Joy. They will excite in us an earneſtt 
Care to avoid tranſgreſſing the ſacred Laws 6 
ſuch a Being, or (in other Words) an ingenu. 
ous Fear of offending Him, who is Goodneſs 
itfelf. As a Son, whilſt he reverences the 4 
Authority of his Father; and feels a ſerfolls _ | 
Awe of that Reſentment, which he would de- = 
ſervedly incur, if he dared wilfully to offend 
him, yet forgets not that his Parent is concerns ; 
ed, with the tendereſt Affection, for his Happi- | 
neſs; that he is the Protector of his Weakneſs, . 
andthe Rees 06 his Wants; that he looks gi : 
on his Failings with: Compaſſion, and reprovet 
him only from a Principle of ſincere Love 
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Gabe endes Besse, 
of God, as the ſoyereign Power, from - vhm 


| ve derived our; Exiſtence ; the Judge of all 1 
| our Actions, and the Diſpenſer of all bur 


eloathed with, Majeſty and Glory above the. 


Heavens the ſupreme Ruler of the Univerſe, 
to whoſe Authority all Things in Heaven and 
Earth boy and obey ; yet it teaches us at the 

ſame Time to adore Him as a gracious and 


merciful. Being, full of Tenderneſs and Com- 


paſſion towards His Creatures; asl a Friend 
and Father, whoſe Care ſupplies our Wants ; 
to whoſe Favour we oe every Comfort and 


Pleaſure we can receive in this World, as _ 
af en our Fern of Heppinpſed hercalcer.. 43410 


7 lh ; ſervite 3 #hich 10 5 | 


nd and leads to Superſtition, we ſhould 


be careful to diſtinguiſh the Terrour and Con. . 
fukon, which miſt naturally fill the Breaſt of 


- Sinner, hen he firſt: begins to reſlect on the 
Danger of his State, and to cotrider the Penal-. 
ties he Aas incurred from the Juſtice of the 


Almighty. For, if this leads him to-fincere : 


| Repentance and Amendment, it cannot be 


unattended with a FE Confidence in the 


F” Wo 
DindngiGoadnelqacc n . 
tion of that filiak Regard, which 4s the; Life of 

true Religion. 15 dhe Sinner is diſpuſed to 
confider the Abvighty-aCan anipjaceble nennt 5 
able. Being, then, inſtead of any Budeas 
ratrieA bis: ba Gonilition, Defpain!dritifallon 
Nc oi! Bot ſuch a Feat nd, as-is ü 
founded on thoſe encouraging Defori ions d 
Him, arhidb are co⁰tHaijfled in the holy Sofip- 
tuteto will be-:{5the! Beginning of the trueſt 
„ Wiſdum; antfluvilh gro by Degrees inte u 
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and gratEful Lev e: NN 63-bit 
The more we S the Divine Per. 
faction i the tnore/we: ſhall be convinced. of the 
Neaſonableneſs of a _—_ [Regard and Reve- 
kreneg towards Gad. Can we refleſt on the 
perfect Knowledge 125 univerſal Preſence of 
God, and not ſtand in Ave of ſuch a Being: 
who is atquainted with all our Failings; who is 
bout dur Path, and about our Bed, end ſpieth out 
all our Mays: who:obſerves and records every 
Word and every Action of our Lives; and | 


from irhom the moſt ſecret Thouglits and In- 
clinations of the Heart are nat eancealed ? 
God is the Avenger of Falſhaod and Injuftice 
Aan Kind. nnn . of 
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His Wrath as a 7 gainſt all Unjightes Me 


oufneſs Whatever, Aud thn we. beiſenſible-of 
| this andlyet tel no Co 2 
. char Day when we ſhall be called ene A 
partial /Tribungl and ſhallrrecæive the Revotns = 
| pence of our De 


1 for the Event of 25 


Dees; whether they baths 
goocb ur evi}?! :, sto N0112: no; by bgwot | 


None cn refit ihe Power of God, almighty. n 


Nothing can anerruptiiths Execution of His 


in. „ GnClHappineſs//wnlineu? : Mitbiy{ate 


intireh in His Hands: 1 Hh, Power id ue 
and to deſtroy. If He be angty, He has;irinu- 
merable Means of executing His juſt Vthge- | 
ance; It is indeed (as the Apoſtle ſaithi to the 


_ -Hebrews) a terrible Thing to fall into thi 


-Hands of S ed N that none can 
21, 28 WO! 1A BB: 21124 

The Arguments Abende the Nature ant 
eee thn: effectuallyß 


impreſs dur Minds with\Reverencs and Awe, 


if we reſlect at the ſame Time with juſt Hum 
lity upon durſelves. Wel are indigent de- 
-fenceleſs Beings, the Creatures of God's Power, 


and the Dependents. of His Providence. Ne- 


vertheleſs, inſtead of acknowledging His ſove - 
reign n and * * with(a: faith. 
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tranſgreſſed His righteous. Laws. Web. 


deſpiſed-His 'Goodnels,{and-moſt] ungratefully; . 


rebklled againſt Him Then; if Prophets and 
Apofties, the favoured of Cod) felbdown withi 


Neverence at the Feet even of His Angels a 
it choſe holy and exaltbd Spirits, the Angels af 
God's Preſence, veil their Fates befbre dhe 


Brigheneſs of His unſplakable: Glorys with | 
what vAwe'and Veneration ſhould we; ſinful 


Duſt and Aſhes, apprbach that ſuprenie! Mas 


jeſy whom we have oft and grieyouſl offend- 3 


ech and With what deep N Muipagta: 
_ Addreſſes at the Foot of His Throne; H 1b 


3881695 Or: uni bas pn 
berhere lis n nothing In ihe true Notiom'ef God; 
that ' carries: any Netrour in it; ſepara lb ffom 
Guilt Anothing, but What is adapted to inſ pirs 
Hope Confidence and q. He is an Obe 
of Delight; and a Belief in His righteous Go- 
vernment is à Foundation of the greateſt Cu- 


rage. In the Fear of th Lord (ſaith Solomon) 
is ſtrong: Confidence. A juſt Apprehenſion of 


Him hath no Tendencycto enfeeble and debaſe 


the Mind by filling it with conſtant Terrours 
and Alarms; but on the eontrary to give it 
ee eee 4 
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| po ie difturbus.. 1 % WW iakedneſe slene, © | 
| iich arms altnighty: Juſſice againſt us g and 
dliges us to tonſider Himtas ur maſt lemihie 
Daene t the Giuer fall Gντ e uhich 
makes Hin hecome the Objeg of our: Bread 
1 and Ayetfion; whom otherwiſe. we. iſhoulddbe: 
difpoſedits love.as our mb}-endearingi Friend 
and Benęſalbrę and fhauld delight to:addrefi 
as bu braven ly Hurhen n The Man, ho hath, 
eſtabliſhed; in his Mind:an: habitual Regard 
towards wemb Bcing drho is acaullomed 
W—©— Sfetthe Lex diulinaysi before: him), and te eonk- 
Wl « der Hitngias:He a hy wy Henives, therefrom 
. 'F Serenity, Conſtancy, and invincible Courage. 
| 4 He md Againſt o Alla the: Miſhculties and 
a ere of this! Liſe. nd he fears not the 

t Enemy; Death. For, _ N fears 

a 9 nothing ele-. Jg. 
O tlg 2 i 118 8 a 841 a TOWEL 
| Wel we taught incthe; holy: Scripture, not 

„ Only chat an nitire. Submiſſion is due to what · 

i ever ihe Almighty is pleaſed.1 to: command, but 

moreover that our Obedience ought to be ac? 
dvoempaiied with a wilting Truſt in His Good - 

By che former we acknowledge Him as tha 


ith? Lord ad Coforacr of ithe Wold; "PF 
by the latter as © our Father» in Heaven? 
This e filial Reteraice® wilbenſate dur Gratis. 
tude för the 'Coddnefs: and Mam w haue 
alreally experieficdd and willrconfirm- our 
ſincere and happy Traſt in God, in Preference 
to evety Allaemunt the World can offer. I 
will ſtrengthen and wphold: our Hehrts agaiteſt 
the Trial of ſevere emptations} and: prepart 
our Patience fbf the Day of Adverlityy The 
Awe of God's ſupreme Majeſty will keep us 
from Preſumption ; and the Remembrance r 
His infinite Goodneſs and Mercy will comſbrt 
and: encourage us: in every Trial. Whhtever 
Afflictions we endure, they will appear to W 
as the ſalutary Correction of our beſt and kind. 
eſt Friend. We ſhall no longer be in Danger 
either of Profanetiefs or Hypoerify;: We Thall 
neither perform our Duty ſaperficially nor 
grudgingly:; but from the Heart, with Chear- 
fulneſs and Pleaſure. We: ſhall: ſerve Goll 
with the ſame affeftionate Zeal; as we comply 
with the Deſires of the ſincereſt Friend or 
kindeſt Parent. The leaſt of His Commands 
will appear venerable in our Eyes; « and _ 
moſt Uiffcuk wi not ow gs 
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dle faith) ceſleth out Fear. But ho, in this | 
impe#fedÞ State, can be ſuppoſed to love God _ 
in fuch a Manner, as nevet to ſtand in. Need of | 
the quickening Principle of, Fear? yilfs ne 
Fear of God leads us to {obey - His: righteaud- | 
Laws, our own | increaſiug Pleaſure and Satis - Eh 
faQtion will teach us more and more to ſervre 
Him from a Principle of incere Love. 17 This 
more we reflect on the everlaſting.Goodneſs. of 
our heavenly Father, the more unreaſonable, 
baſe, and Are nne to diſobep 
«His: holy Will“ But; when we: have 
actually tafted and: 9g (as the Pſalmiſt ſaith) 
how : gracious the Lord is; when we comt to 
know by our own Experience the elevating 
Joy, which is found in truly ſerving God; 
we ſhall feel ſo ſtrong a Confirmation of „“the 
„ Wiſdom of that Choice, which we have 
made, that we ſhall readily comprehend the _ 
Exhortation of the Apoſtle. Paul, 0 4% rejoice | 
in the Lord: always. Still we muſt (as the 
Pſalmiſt faith) rejoice Towards God with Rev · 
rence. - Whilſt we approach God with that 
 comfartable Hope and Confidence, which His 
paternal Character inſpires, we {till are bound 
to humble ourſelves before Him, with that 


_— 8 
— 153 
=o —ZʒCͤ— — —äj— 


Deference ry Submiſſion, kh. becometh '$ 
Creatures, whom His Hand bath made ; and — 
with the Contrition of Sinners, who have many 


es offended ſo, great and ſo go 16 800 
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Our imperfeRt Apprehenſion, of the Deity; 
dat frequent Failings and Offences, t 
which even the beſt of Men are liable i in the 
preſent State, muſt unayoidably debaſe the Hoy 
nouf we pay 10 God, with, ſome Alloy. The 

full and intire Devotion of the Heart and Mind 

ſeems to be reſerved for the Perfektion of chat 
State, where we ſhall ſee, God; as He, is, in the 
tranſcendent Beauty. and, Glory, of. His un: 
nde nn Holinelt.and ee 
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3 it. 3 our ao pon in 3 mean 
Time, ſo to live in His Fear and Love, whilſt 
on Earth, that we may. behold Him without 
Terrour and Confuſion hereafter: : that, when 
we ſhall be called to the awful Tribunal of our 
Judge, we may, together with Millions of the 
happy righteous, receive that gracious Wel- : 
come from the Son of God: Come qe bleſſed 
Children fm Father, receive lie Kingdom 5 
prepared ah y from the Beginning, tithe * 
1 World,” 2 71 CCC ff 
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Minds to the Condition, which Providents 
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e. and Adlicttons has it is : 


in yan to attempt mak dein cubfelves higpy by 


we have it id our Power to be" that; einer N 


rely, to conform vj 


; allots us; to diſcharge faithfully che Teveral 
Duties of our Station; enjoy with à fratefifl 
Heart the natural Comforts and Satisfactions ot 
Life; atid bear patiently thoſe Afflictions, which, 


God is pleaſed to ſend. This is that happy 
Temper of Mind, which St. Paul deferibes in 


his Epiffle to the Philippians. I have learned, 
in whatſoever State Fam, therewith to be content. 
I know both kow'to be abaſed, and I no fiow to 


abound. Every where and in all Things I am 
inſtructed, both-to be. full, and to de fung bothito 8 
ubound, ant to: ſuffer Need. Onthe Cultiva- 


tion of this excellent Picpoftien are depending 
in ac. great Meaſure our own' prefent Satisfac- 


tron, the Peace of 'thoſe, with wy we LE 


connected, and our final Happineſs, - 


Buticatinve n gloriomt 5 | 


God, ah freely gave woour Being! ura WN 
Means of Heppimefs; is eapuble ef Inu ftite 
towards uss id poflible ſer use believe 
chat the Tourſe of Phings Could? bv Vetedt G0 
_ duredythan ib is by Himy in -N infallible 
Wiſdom indcalmighty Powerare united with 
perſeQiGoodneſs? He, whotedfalthy believes, 
that; whetherhis Lorbeprofperoucor aMiaive: 
it isiapponted him by the wiſeſt of Being, aux 
ibe inde of Fathers, muſt ſurehy be diſpoſed 2 

to accept willingly every Diſpenſatiom of Pro 
vidence, and to truſt himſelf gladly” to GC 
faithful Keeping. It was this Conſideration, 
that calmed the Mud of Fob; and made Aim 
not only reſigned, but thankfu} t. G od, amid 
his accumulated Diſtreſſes. He regarded the 
Plunder of his Subſtance riot merely as the 
Effect of the uncontrolled Violence of the 
Chaldeans; and the Storm, which killed Rs 
Children; not ns proceeding from a blind natus 
ral Cauſe;” but as Fvents diredted by' the I,ẽVð 
and good Previdene e of Ged. Which led him | 
io expreſs the nobleſt Sentiments of Pie 
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all His . oris. Whenever it may pleaſe 0 
to try us with! Pain or Sickneſs or Misfortune, 
let us uſe no improper Means to relieve ur- 
ſelves . Let us not raſhh and blindly, take 
ouxſelves out of the Hands of! Providente; but 
dutifully wait His good Time, whoſe Truth 
and Kindneſs cannot; fail. Let us truſt in the 
Lord and do that, which is end. and then we 
er Want a Comforter. on hon oui 
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1 bende Epilile to the! Romans oy nents. 
declareth, that God maketh all Things work tage. 
" ther for Good to'thoſe, who love Him. Amidſt 
the various Afflictions and Diſtreſſes, to which 
Mankind are liable, we might have been tempt- 
ed to believe that ſome. other Situation or 
Circumſtances would have been better and 
happier for us. But from hence we are aſſu - 
red; that, if we love God and keep His Com- 
mandments; if we make a right Uſe; of the 
Underſtanding, which God hath given us; in 


4 * * - vw 1 4 - 
mm A * — m— — — 
Er rr a — 


rag 


our heavenly Father 


in all our Ways 1600 1 | 
r He will creme . 
moſt e Mearts.. For, Hewill:train 

us.up to, allthe, Happineſs, of which u -Naturs- | 
is s capable; . He vill beſtow. on, us the Bleſſing 
of His Peace in thas. Li ez) and will crown us 
with cyerlaſting Felicity in the Life hereafter, 
Theſe encouraging Truths adapted as cher 
are to produce a conſtant cheerful Conte 
neſs in every Condition, ought to be always 
preſent to our Recollection. Mes innot take 
too much Pains in impreſſing them upon gur 
Minds. —is it not à comfortable and joyful 
Thing to be aſſured i that nothing out of ar 
n Power ſhall be able really to hurt us; 
that the worſt-defigned Actions of our Enemies 
ſhall, only be the Inſtrument of Good to us; 
and that all Events ſhall be ſo conducted, as to 
promote and advance our true Happineſs, ſo f 
long as we put our Truſt in the Lord? 1 God 
ee e who e ag wn 24d 52+ 4508 
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The e of this World, oh al hs 
outward Circumſtances, of Life, are very much 4 
out of our Power to command. Hence Di. 
content and Mi ery are ſeen to haunt the Bo- £2 
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of knowing that our Conduct is Kerr 
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3 he Picäſuren wnl Cats - 
tht ble to Vfrtue, us they urs the Fruftb ef 
Sur on Hght e eee afe in the 
\Poitfof treYy e. Wherefore, if we dente 
ts Be happy th HF Conditions,” let us \athilod@ | 
angeles ton; Bod: that our Pratt may be eſteb. 


Amed, and Uf Satisfattion: e on a fure 
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hen onee we Have lian Wr a proper 


Value en the Huſwer / good Conſtieute to. 


burn, Gol, we Thall ſee Things in fo different 


Light from what they fornierly appvared. i, 
that we Thafl'octount all Things'ss Lofs, in Com- 


nom raiſed above che Hopes arid Fears of this 
World, we ſhall find no Difficulty it governing. 
ohr Paſons, aud preſerving Peace and Tran- 
quillity in our own Bréaſts, in Deſpight of 


either the Smiles or the Frowns of Fortune. 
We ſhall poſſeſs the valuable Eſteem and 
Friendſhip of virtuous Men. And, above all, 


we ſhall experietice the ever: incteaſing Delight 1 


our — Maſter and heavenly Father. 


pariſon with' His Favour," Our Hearts beöz 


0 Wa e ſecking, e 
in ſuck Wagens cad only. lead to; Difappoints: | 
—— Nene but, ſo prudent ao 
fox As: here itrgdly amy he found, the v 
Beginning of pur. Furſurt would. he an op. 
Beginning of ous &NJOYIR nt. Egr:thertz is not. 
any on Dutysequired of un hut what is-pave 
duddave of great. Pleaſure: heßdeg theunwagd.” 
Peacnand. Sasisfpctien — 
ads. CO vin Big übt 
y (nine 70. 1 fl. 91651q bus 3745} o Sd f 
_. Enary;Partion!of eur, Ti 4 
lent;:4hat we: poles. an capable. gh ſuch Lang 
proytmment, as ſhall yield beth;nreſgot. Delight 
andufuture Faoff.- Here i gi x ch) Ming 
Pleaſure which! never gn be, SHh¹u⁰fted: 
Treaſure, of, bith. nothing gan deprive agen 
a ſum G ound Satisfaction Pelight and Jags 
vhich willi nbids Mith us, when every. DNN 
Advantage mult, cſappear and be ve 
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govetning P oriples, “ that our ain Buſingls 
*in Life is to approve ourſelves: t Him, whe 
s ſent, us into tha Morldꝭ and aHOinted us the 
© Work; that-wei hould dor rthat out preſent 
* Condition, A 19-Sickaek 95: Health, Vn 


; SY 
% 
2 2 
” _ 
4 
3 4 
9 — * 
. 5, * > : 
8 So - 
" — 
Jeden "WM I 
- « <-4 N 
* a; 
1 EI, > 8 3 


Had we ange hirly eſtahliſhafl cheſe aH 


Sits 
. 


ad ee me ng — 5 »» N : 


OS A ry ö n 
— — erin» 424 8 — ; | 
- —— f — ee” 4 * * Pr 72 * 7. - 127 7 4 b _ 
* py 16 2 — — — We <4 > wo ths * RY a * - J — 
7 2 —— k 4 _ — 
5 3 3 5 mn * 
Nl E008 — — — 


—- k 
> 3 
7 — "OR - 
„ * — 
2 


 ©5Fhercon- Are degending "5708 Gur preſent 5 


nns 
— 


4 
—— 


3 " 8 
W 
ef 
po 
* 4 


9 mad 


e importhnt Conce eee 8 55 
A — Stare of Probation 


| n ort, arne Happoicfs un lte verne 8 


Nec inten „ Phofe Gratificathrs,” which we | 


re tho” apt to ldmient the Want of, would 
appear eite luttien portant ät beneath bar es x 
nous Regard. Our only carneſtiCate Would 
then be to ſerve and pleaſe the Lord almighty 
by i faithful Difcharye '6f 'thetFaridus Duties 
of bur Stati hers? that HE might reward u 
Beteafter with Hife eternat. ( IA Reſpect of our 
deer Obtidition, ati hl Things relatlhg e 
reſent Life, we ſubuld (as tb Apoſtle fuel 
aeg thotig M de wel not, und rejoice, as theugh 


wi rejoiced not: betaufe the TMA ww of this Worlds = 


Joe away. We ſhould then willingly lebe 
it to tlie wife Providence of God, to appoint rr 


us what He ſees to be the beſt. If we were en⸗ 


uſted with Profpe rity, we ſhould not beldiſ. 


poſed to rejoice in it, as an Opportunity of 


gratifying gur ſenfual Appetites, or indul ging 
any” vicious Paſſion; but ſhould! conſider ours 


ſelves as being ſtrictly bound to make ſuch Uſe 
of it, as might beſt ee the Honour of Cod 


* 


and the Coodof Mankind. We ſhould noi be 
inclined to truſt in uncertain Riches but in the 
living God, who ies Giver of all Ring. 
1373 ee e ee dee Non ee 2G e 
Do conuludtu-afrhe oſtener we contem- 
Plate vn the f Change, which all muſſ 
undergo ere long Ithe unſpeakable Tinpde | 
tance lof terevertating Stats Thich! probably 
is to many ffNu= etremely near indeed; dhe 
leſs oncerned amlſcareful we mall be about the 
reaſures of tlis Werld. Avery mod 
ſharelof: Reſſe nion ſevms ſulficient to. Sonvine 
us;that- a Chriſtiun Belie ver ean not hob 
have RG ſon the diſoontented in lay Conds- 
tion hate ver. For hat Are the momeritat 
Pains and NffliN dns of: this Life,'when'con- 
pared with «ths: (Glory, whith hall: be revealed 
hereafter? -\WSonghttoxemenber that G 
| mier, ur not wikingly, but for our neceſſary 
| ovement : that Patients may 'have ats per. 
fell Work; and muy bring forth in us the praces- 
ble Fruits of Righteonfueſs. * It is indiſputabiy | 
evident, that, Whatever worldly Comforts 
Pleaſures we may be deprived of we can have 
no Cauſe to murmur or complain, ſo long as 
we have in our Hands the Means of gaining an 
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